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	STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT BETWEEN DOCTORAL CANDIDATE AND THESIS SUPERVISOR (from UPC)


A doctoral degree is an academic and professional activity that enables students to gain high-level scientific competencies, particularly critical values and scientific and technological innovation methods. They will also acquire generic competencies that will be valued in all positions of responsibility in all socio-economic sectors. Students will have to complete an original and innovative research project, devise a personal ongoing training plan to support the research project and draw up a career plan.

This document defines the respective rights and duties of the signatory parties and their mutual commitment to ensure that the abovementioned goals are attained over the period that the doctoral thesis is being written. This document is signed by:

- The doctoral candidate

- The thesis supervisor/s who will oversee the research project
The document has been given approval by the competent vice-president on behalf of the institution.

This agreement must be signed by all the parties at the time the doctoral committee assigns a thesis supervisor to the doctoral candidate.

1. Mutual collaboration

The doctoral candidate and the thesis supervisor/s undertake to establish a relationship of mutual collaboration that will enable the doctoral candidate to put forward the thesis proposal and write and defend the thesis according to the procedures and terms set out in the regulations that apply.

2. Obligations and time commitment of the thesis supervisors

The thesis supervisor/s undertake/s to hold regular meetings with the doctoral candidate to give guidelines and examine the progress made on the thesis proposal. It must likewise be ensured that the doctoral candidate takes the initiative and becomes more autonomous as progress is made on the thesis.

The thesis supervisor/s must also ensure that the thesis is original, instructive and innovative, that it complies with the applicable conditions and that it can be carried out with the resources to which he/she has ready access.

U

In accordance with the UPC regulations in force, the thesis supervisors are allotted time for the purposes set out above.

3. Obligations and time commitment of the doctoral candidate

The doctoral candidate undertakes to complete his/her doctoral studies as provided for under the scope of the regulations in force and pursuant to the commitments that arise from the signing of this document. Therefore, the thesis supervisor/s must be regularly informed of the progress made on the thesis, the results obtained and any problems that may arise. The doctoral candidate also undertakes to take any comments made into consideration.

In accordance with the regulations that apply, the doctoral candidate’s time commitment is .............................................. (part- time/full-time) for the purposes set out above.
4. Non-disclosure

The doctoral candidate undertakes not to disclose any of the data or information provided or divulged by the thesis supervisor/s, a tutor or any other member of the research team to which he/she belongs. The foregoing shall apply to any confidential information, whether in oral, written, graphic or any other form. The doctoral candidate likewise undertakes not to disclose, reveal, assign or otherwise divulge such information to third parties, and to use the information obtained for the sole purpose of completing his/her thesis.

The doctoral candidate undertakes not to disclose any information declared to be a confidential part of the research project in which he/she is involved without having obtained express permission in writing from the thesis or research project supervisor/s, or the tutor. The doctoral candidate undertakes to sign any non-disclosure agreements as required by the thesis or research project supervisor/s, or the tutor.

The non-disclosure agreement shall remain in force and be legally binding once the administrative and/or working relationship between the doctoral candidate and the UPC has terminated.
5. Intellectual and industrial property rights

The doctoral candidate shall be entitled to be recognised as the holder of the intellectual and/or industrial property rights that may correspond in accordance with the legislation in force. He/she shall likewise be entitled to appear as a co-author of all work, articles and papers in which the research work is discussed and to which he/she has made a significant contribution, and to appear as the main author if the work is specifically about his/her thesis.

The doctoral candidate is entitled to exercise the intellectual property rights derived from his/her research training activities and in accordance with his/her contribution, pursuant to the legislation in force. The aforementioned rights are independent from, compatible and combinable with other rights that may be derived from the research carried out, without prejudice to the constraints imposed by group projects to which the doctoral candidate may have contributed or by a joint research project in which he/she may be involved.

With regard to any future industrial property rights that may be derived from the results of the research, the doctoral candidate shall be subject to the terms on university patents provided for under the legislation in force and to the regulations approved by the UPC.
6. Settlement of disputes

In the case of the non-performance of any of the commitments set out in this document, the parties shall notify the corresponding doctoral programme coordinator of such. He/she shall act as a mediator. Should the coordinator’s or the doctoral committee’s efforts at mediation fail, the dispute shall be settled by the UPC bodies responsible for doing so. 

Should the thesis be carried out in the frame of an agreement with another institution, the parties must abide by the specific provisions set out in the collaboration agreement, which the signatories of this document must acknowledge.

7. Term

This document shall be deemed effective as of the date it is signed until the thesis defence, except for the clauses that bind the parties to permanent obligations. Notwithstanding the foregoing, it shall be rendered null and void should it in any way contravene the UPC’s procedures for the submission of thesis proposals and the completion, authorisation, examination panel appointment and assessment of doctoral theses.

Barcelona, ....................................................................................................

Mr/Ms .................................................................................................................................................................. (doctoral candidate)
From Doctoral Programme .................................................................................................................................
Dr ........................................................................................................................................................................ (thesis supervisor) 

In the case of co-supervision, all approved supervisors members of UPC must sign
The vice-president for Research and Innovation ................................................................................................
Signature of all parties
CDDT form











